
St. Cecilia Pastoral Council Meeting 

January 29, 2015 

Attendees: Cora Franklin, Bill Snyder, Kevin Hassett, Michelle Hallett, Fr. Cary, Cherie Maesaka, 

Mary Ball, Seona Zimmermann 

 

Meeting called to Order by Fr. Cary at 6:30PM 

Opening Prayer: Led by Fr. Cary 

Meeting Minutes from Previous Meeting: Minutes from 9/25/14 meeting reviewed and 

approved. 

Mission Statement Discussion 

Fr. Cary stated that the council needs to have a comprehensive look at all Parish ministries in 

order to discern a mission statement for our Parish. The council needs to look at all facets of 

parish life. The mission statement needs to 1) Affirm our Catholic and St. Cecilia Parish identity 

and 2) document where the Parish is going in the future (vision).   

St. Cecilia Adult Faith Formation 

“Winter 2015 St. Cecilia Adult Faith Formation” was handed out to the council members. 

Most of the adult programs concentrate on bible study. They mostly operate independently 

from the Parish office – with some limited staff assistance.  The women’s bible study led by Fr. 

Mark has been very successful with 100-150 attendees for every session. Faith Uncorked for the 

men has about 40 attendees.  

Each of the groups on the handout were reviewed briefly by Fr. Cary and the council. In 

summary, St. Cecilia has quite a few offerings for adult faith formation, most of which focus on 

the scriptures, dogma, and Church doctrine. 

Based on the list is there a particular area in spiritual quality or faith that the parish needs aside 

from what is on the list?  

 Intergenerational offering. There needs to be something for the youth after Sunday. Fr. 

Cary said it is hard for the youth because of their schedule. What Mary has been 

offering has not been received very well. Need dynamic activities for youth.  Right now 

those sessions are an option for those in faith formation, but not a requirement.  

 One program to consider for adult faith formation is to offer a half day of recollection 

for the Parish for people to prepare themselves for the season. Father want to do this 



for Advent and Lent. It was not possible for upcoming Advent season because of 

schedule. Seasonal offerings will strengthen our faith formation programs. 

 Invite outside speakers to speak on a particular topic -- primarily speakers that are 

known in their own area of specialization/expertise.   

 Leonardo Defillippis is coming to St. Cecilia this Lent to present “Therese, The Story of a 

Soul”.  This will be on March 18th at 7PM. 

 This Lent we will continue the Friday soup supper and talks centered on the Eucharist.  

We have a lot of offerings, and people express how important they are for them.  

 Ministry Fair has been proposed and will happen this year. In most parishes, it is the 

Sunday of Pentecost. In the past, we did a convocation for the ministries. It was 

suggested that the groups should have something at coffee and donuts.  

 The list of ministries is on the website. The website is very general when it comes to 

adult faith.  

 A nice feature for the website would be adding email addresses or links so people can 

contact the leaders of the appropriate ministries.  

Are there things that other parishes are doing that we aren’t?  

 We have the largest number of offerings when it comes to adult faith.  

 St. Pius and St. Anthony do more seasonal speakers. They also do parish missions for an 

extended number of days. We haven’t done it this year. It was done a few years ago –

we had a speaker for 4 or 5 nights.   

 Should we bring in a more dynamic speaker? That will draw people from the parish to 

enhance our faith. How do we do this? Goodwill offerings or a flat fee? They cost a lot 

so this will end up being a net outflow of money so we have to discern who would be 

the audience.  Possibly offer every other year.  

 Maybe think about this for Advent. A goal is to bring together new people or people 

who don’t participate in regular activities.  

Young adult brainstorming session.  

They are in the process of forming a core team to make decisions about this program. Young 

adult is 18 to 40 years of age. Father Mark is organizing that group.  

 

 

 



Mass Attendance 

 Why the downward trend?  

o We have an older community.  

o Whenever there is talk of a new church, the numbers go down.  

o 2,900 families registered with the Parish right now.  

o We are the 3rd or 4th biggest in the Archdiocese. (the 2nd a Vietnamese parish and 

3rd is Pius) 

Last year from July 1st to December 2013, our collection was 557,000. From July 1st   2014 to 

December 2014, it was 575,000 so the offertory increased.  

 One problem –there is not a lot of growth in this area. New young people coming in will 

live in places like Bethany and Orenco with newer construction.  

 How many young families are moving into this area?  Fr. Cary said that people attend 

based on the identity of the parish.  

 Right now based on our declining numbers, we do not need to build a new church. 

 

Integrating English and Spanish communities?  

 Fr. Cary is not a big fan of bilingual masses. The Spanish community doesn’t appreciate it 

either. It is like you only attended half of the mass.  

 Because of the size of the 2 communities, we can’t accommodate everyone.  

 We need to come up with cross-cultural activities that bring the 2 groups together 

outside of liturgy. Something with food. We need to do more of this rather than having 

a Mexican dinner that would only draw a particular crowd.  

 Holy Trinity has good cross-cultural integration because they are made up of groups that 

have a higher tendency to integrate. Cherie suggested a day of events that are broad 

enough to bring to these disparate groups.  

 Part of our challenge is people keep themselves separate; it isn’t that people aren’t 

reaching across the aisle.  

 Bill: Some Hispanic people join the Knights, but they don’t stay long.  

 They hear that people don’t want to assimilate; it would mean they are giving up part of 

themselves. 

  Fr. Cary believes that is why coming up with something around the solemnities would 

be better. He suggests 2 major activities where the groups can come together. Here we 

have room to do events that don’t have to do with fundraising.  



 Cora made the comment that you need to bring in the key people, and they will bring in 

those in their groups. Like any large community, there are groups within the larger 

group. Fr. Cary: The crèche was a group activity.  

 The Hispanic community said this was the first time they were asked to participate in 

the decorating of the church. They were very happy to be included and thanked Father 

for asking them.  

 We need to “strategically invite” groups to come together.  

 When we “ask”, a feeling of ownership (versus visitor) status can prevail. 

 There are other ethnic groups within the church, but they are integrated into the 

community.  

 Holy Trinity doesn’t have a Hispanic mass. They don’t have the same presence of the 

Hispanic community.  

Next meeting we will talk about music ministry and outreach programs. St. Cecilia does a lot 

of outreach. Our social committees do a lot. We will use the executive meeting to fine-tune 

the agenda. 

Meeting Adjourned: 7:50PM 

 


